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Item 10 Warialda Fire Plan Strategy  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.2 OUR COMMUNITY IS AN INVITING AND VIBRANT 
PLACE TO LIVE 

STRATEGY: 1.2.2 A shared responsibility for community safety - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 6 February 2020        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the endorsement of the proposed Warialda Fire Plan 
Strategy. 

BACKGROUND 

The elected Councillors are very concerned about the high probability of 
catastrophic damage and possible loss of life if an uncontrolled bushfire was 
to commence around Warialda in the weather conditions recently being 
experienced within NSW. 

Warialda is particularly vulnerable due to the high concentration of thick 
bushland surrounding the town. Indeed Warialda has been identified as one of 
the most vulnerable communities within NSW to bushfires. 

A small Ad Hoc working party group was formed with northern Councillors, 
staff and SMK Consulting to develop a viable strategy to reduce, to a 
manageable level, the bushfire risk to the Warialda community. 

Attached to this report is the resulting suggested strategy. 

COMMENT 

Gwydir Shire has followed the advice issued by the State Government and 
prepared its own Fire Plan for the town of Warialda. 

On page 23 of the attached report the consultant notes: 

Crown land management differs between land held under the 2018 Crown 
Licence and TSR land managed by Local Land Services (LLS). Council has 
the authority to manage the land subject to the 2018 Crown Licence. TSR 
adjoining the town area is controlled by LLS. Permission is required from LLS 
to undertake any clearing work within TSR. 

The consultant also notes on page 26 (typos corrected): 

The plan presented in Appendix 5 provides an outline of the recommended 
150m managed vegetation zone. The difficulty with this zone is that it is 
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mostly crown land in the form of TSR or part of the Crown Lease held by 
Council. Current legislation would severely limit the potential for Council to 
undertake management within this zone due to the statutory limits controlling 
the departments who manage this crown land. This includes the Local Land 

Services and Crown Lands. At present, Council has no exemptions to 
undertake vegetation management within the crown land to achieve the 
required protection zone around Warialda. 

Obtaining permission to manage this Zone is considered an urgent and key 
outcome if Council is to achieve a suitable buffer around Warialda to be able 
to protect the town during a significant fire. To date, conversations with Local 
Land Services and Crown Lands has indicated a significant degree of process 
and legislative difficulty in allowing Council to obtain permission to establish a 
150m wide management zone around the town due to statutory limitations 
resulting from current legislation including the Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2016, the Local Land Services Act 2013 and it is assumed the Crown Land 
Management Act 2016. 

Without the necessary exemptions, these Acts and associated regulations 
prevent Council from achieving their Duty of Care to protect the township of 
Warialda from a forest fire event. 

In order to implement this plan the following actions have been endorsed by 
the working party: 

The Local State Member, The Hon. Adam Marshall, be forwarded a copy 
of the SMK Consulting Report with a request that he assists the Council 
to obtain the necessary exemptions required to undertake the works 
outlined in appendix 5; and;   

That discussions commence with the Crown Lands Office and the Chair 
of the Local Land Services requesting the transfer of management of the 
Travelling Stock Routes identified in the Appendix 5 buffer to Council’s 
management and future maintenance 

CONCLUSION 

This matter is considered to be an extremely important issue that requires 
urgent attention by the Shire’s State Member. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report be received and the Council endorses the 
following action: 

The Local State Member, The Hon. Adam Marshall MP, and the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, The Hon. David 
Elliott MP, be forwarded a copy of the SMK Consulting Report 
with a request that The Hon. Adam Marshall MP assists the 
Council to obtain the necessary exemptions required to 
undertake the works outlined in appendix 5; and;   

That discussions commence with the Crown Lands Office and 
the Chair of the Local Land Services requesting the transfer of 
management of the Travelling Stock Routes identified in the 
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Appendix 5 buffer to Council’s management and future 
maintenance 
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